December 2006 UPDATE

Recruitment and Bible Translation Update

We were privileged in October to host a group of
nine African Christians who came to the States from
Burkina Faso to promote Bible translation work there.
They spoke in many churches on the eastern
seaboard and also spent two weeks in Orlando with
us.
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There are 66 indigenous languages spoken in
Burkina Faso and to date only three languages have
the complete Bible and only another 25 languages
have either a New Testament or portions of the
Bible.  Bible Society General Secretary Pastor
Dramane Yankiné talked about the importance of
Bible translation and said, “Bible translation work is
extraordinary for preserving a language. This is the
only printed book in Bobo Madaré.”
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To help reach the remaining 40 languages,
Chuck’s Recruitment Ministries department is hosting
a short term trip to Burkina Faso in June 2007 for
young people. Barb has been asked to help lead
that trip (see the route mapped above). Pray for
Barb as she considers this opportunity!
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GET Global is excited to offer a trip for high
school students to Burkina Faso in the summer of
2007. Participants will be part of a group of 8-15
students who will be working with one or two people
groups, each possessing a unique culture and
language. The team will spend time in the rural
locations where these people groups live, in order to
experience their everyday activities and participate in
special events. The translators in Burkina Faso have
already expressed an interest in including GET
Global participants in some hands-on translation
work, particularly in basic computer work and literacy
curriculum design. Students will experience work
that will stretch them in many ways, and will also
provide them the rare chance to join others in
completing the work of Bible translation in Burkina
Faso. Pre-requisite: Participants must have had at
least one prior cross-cultural mission experience.

If you know any young people who might want to
participate in this trip, please send Barb an email at
Barb_Micheals@wycliffe.org.  This would be a
wonderful opportunity for young people who attend
churches that support us to see firsthand what Bible
translation work is all about!




Chuck & Barb With Granddaughter Hannah

Chuck and Barb With Grandsons Ryan and Kody

Barb and Her Sisters and Their Husbands

%€ Merry Christmas

We wish all of you a Merry Christmas. We were
blessed with an early Christmas gift from our
children. They bought us an airplane ticket to
Omaha, NE to be with them over the Christmas
holidays! While we will miss being with Josh, Maria,
Ryan and Kody because they are serving with
Wycliffe in Germany, we will be able to spend
Christmas with Isaac, Jenny, Chris and Rachel and
Hannah!

The photos to the left show some of the family
times we had this past year. In the summer we had
a Smith family reunion at the Christian Reformed
Conference Grounds in Grand Haven, Michigan. We
also spoke at the Conference Grounds during their
Wycliffe week.

We were blessed with a visit in late November by
Chuck’s mother and his sister, brother-in-law, niece
and her son. They were also able to have
Thanksgiving dinner with us along with some other
friends!

We also want to thank each of you who have stood
with us again in prayer and finances this past year.
Although we serve stateside, our work impacts
foreign missions. On behalf of the dozens of
languages who received Scripture this past year,
thank you!!!
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